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We are holding a Public Consultation to deliver a  

high quality family housing mixed-use development on 

Netherfield Lane, Stanstead Abbotts.

We want to hear from you

Are you a resident or  
business in Stanstead Abbotts?

NETHERFIELD LANE

www.netherfieldlane.co.uk  

This consultation closes on  

14th February 2020.

News 

Six months’ jail for woman who 
tried to steal shopper’s purse
A thief has been jailed after she 
was caught purse dipping an elderly 
shopper in Waltham Cross. 

Gena Yordanova, 54, of 
Beaconsfield Road, London, 
appearing at hatfield Magistrates 
Court on January 25, pleaded guilty 
to theft. 

the court heard how, the day 
before, a woman aged in her 70s was 
shopping in Savers on the high 
Street when she felt someone reach 
into her pocket and attempt to steal 
her purse. 

the victim called out for police 
and store staff detained Yordanova 
until officers arrived and arrested 
her. She was jailed for 26 weeks and 
ordered to pay £50 compensation.

PC Kirsty Smith said: “this arrest 
and subsequent jail sentence shows 
we will not accept perpetrators 

coming to Broxbourne to commit 
such offences.

“i’d like to praise the store staff 
who once they become aware of 
what happened managed to detain 
the offender before police arrival.

“the victim was provided with 
reassurance by the staff and also by 
police following what was an 
upsetting incident.”

hertfordshire Constabulary advise 
that people never leave bags or 
personal belongings unattended 
while out shopping and to keep any 
purses at the bottom of their bag. 

they also suggest to be aware of 
anyone who may be acting 
suspiciously, particularly at cash 
machines or while using chip and pin 
machines, and to report any 
suspicious activity to shop staff or 
police straight away. 

law had an important exhibition of 
her ceramic work there, which he 
remembers with fondness. 

As a former trustee of the British 
Museum and having sat on the 
National Arts Council, he 
continued: “I under-
stand the important 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between great 
institutions and 
smaller muse-
ums all around 
Britain. 

“The British 
Museum contin-
ues its programme 
of loaning objects 
[to] exactly this 
kind of intimate local 
museum.

“Making exhibitions that allow 
children and local residents to see 
important works from the BM in 
dialogue with objects from a par-
ticular place and history is a pre-
cious and necessary part of enrich-
ing and re-enforcing local identity.

“It can often seem that small 
institutions like this are only cared 
for and about by the older genera-
tion but this is all a question of 
programming and appointment. 

“They can actually be vital for 
any young person grow-

ing in curiosity and 
interest.

“The Brox-
bourne commu-
nity is ade-
quately rich to 
provide sup-
port and focus 

interest in the 
museum.

“Have you had 
an open meeting 

locally to invite, 
investigate and gather 

support? Has there been a consul-

tation with any national body like 
the Museums Archives and Librar-
ies commission or the Art Fund to 
see in what way they could advise 
and support the activities of the 

museum?
“Local museums 
provide an extraor-

dinary opportu-
nity for young 
creative minds 
to engage with 
history and for 
curatorial prac-

tice and archiv-
ing to be devel-

oped. 
“It is often 

through knowl-
edge and familiarity of 

local history that wider interest is 
sparked.

“In the right hands, a museum 
such as this [is] a unique and criti-
cal part of any community’s ability 
to inspire and educate. 

“Through their conservation 
and celebration of the past we are 
enabled to contribute to the future.

“This is a passionate plea to 
keep Lowewood Museum alive 
and relevant.” 

At a public demonstration on 
January 25, members of The 
Friends of Lowewood Museum 
and the Hoddesdon Society, who 
have launched both an online and 
paper petition, vowed to continue 
to fight the decision. 

They urged those who object to 
write to their councillors asking to 
have the matter discussed at a full 
council meeting.

To sign the petition visit https://
www.change.org/p/broxbourne-
borough-council-save-lowewood-
museum-hoddesdon-from-clo-
sure-at-the-end-of-june-2020

Broxbourne Council has been 
approached for comment.

the friends of Lowewood 
Museum, the hoddesdon 
Society and members of 
the public joined the 
demonstration in January

The hoddesdon socieTy

Sculptor backs 
museum protest
By ChaRlottE pagE
charlotte.page@reachplc.com
@journopage

A CoMMuNITy campaign to save 
the Lowewood Museum from clo-
sure has received backing from 
sculptor Sir Antony Gormley oBE. 

A decision to close the attraction 
on  High Street, yewlands, in Hod-
desdon, was voted on unani-
mously by Broxbourne Council’s 
cabinet on December 16.

The decision was based on 
financial and staffing resources 
required to operate it far exceed-
ing those available or justifiable in 
the current economic climate. 

Revealing that it cost the local 
tax payer more than £100,000 a 
year to run, it was agreed it would 
close to the public on June 30. 

But in an open letter to Brox-
bourne Council, Mr Gormley, 
whose works includes the Angel of 
the North, said it would be “very 
short-sighted to think that these 
important locations of creative 
and historic potential should be 
abandoned due to lack of funds”. 

He explained how the ability for 
a local community to understand 
its own history and those who 
have contributed to it is essential 
for “rich, diverse and local culture”. 

Mr Gormley added that 
the museum, which 
houses 50,000 
unique local 
exhibits, also 
celebrates the 
life of famous 
l a n d s c a p e 
painter James 
Ward and holds 
items of the Pul-
ham family’s con-
tribution to the 
making of landscape 
design in Britain.

He related how his mother-in-

Local museums 
provide an extraordinary 

opportunity for young 
creative minds to 

engage with 
history

Antony Gormley colin lane


